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AS  CREATOR. 

If  only  this  preat,  weary,  sin-sick  world 
could  realize  how  God  loves  it.  and  witli 
what  a  deep,  tender  Heart  of  Comj,.isrion 
He  regards  it,  it  would  be  converted  at 
onre  ! 

Mow  often  we  think   of  our   Creator   as 
hard,  and  cruel,    and   nuite    indifferent   to 
the  sorrows  and  needs  of  His  creatures  ;  w 
even  speak  sometimes  as   though    He   had 
left  His  world  to  chance.     Have   you  over 
noticed  an   ant    colony   in   Summer,    and 
watched    its   bu.-iness   activities,    its    little 
wars,  ;ind  the  winninj,'  or  losing  of  one  side 
or  the  other  ?     What   were   the  hopes  and 
fears  and  the  strivings  of  that  little  colony 
fo  you  ?  I'robahly  nothing  ;  very  likely  no 
thouffbt  of  the  individi  ai,   life  of  each    of 
those  tiny   creatures  entered    youi     mind. 
Do  we  not  judge  God  by  ourselves  when  we 
think  He  k  's  upon  this  greater  ant  colony 
of  our  worlu,   . matching  its  conflict  of  num- 
berless human    experiences   without  either 
thought  or  care  ?  Wait,  and  l«t  God   Kim- 
self  answer  our  cha><re  against  Him  :  "  My 
thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neitntr  are 
your  way?  My  ways,  stith  the  Lord,     For 
as  the  hea  'ens  are   higher  than  the   earth, 
.so  are  My  w&ya  higher  than  your  ways,  and 
My  thoughts  higher  tbar    your    thoughts." 
N\e  dare  not  judge  God    by    ourselves  ;  we 
can  only  judge  Him   by   ihe   character   He 
has  shown  through    all   the   ages  since  the 
day  of  creation.     When  His  people  were  in 
trouble  in  Egypt  He  laid  to  Wo.ses,  •'  I  know 
their  sorrows,  and    am   come    down   to  Je- 
liver  them."    Was  that  indifference  ?  When 
the  children  oj  Ismel    were    hungering   in 


til.!  wil(lfni(>->,  Ho  ..li.I,  •'  Ilfhold,  I  will 
rain  bread  tVom  heaven  for  vou  "  ;  when 
they  were  fhii>ty,  He  gave  them  water  out 
of  a  rock.  Was  tiiis  caring  nothing  ?  Ana 
when  these  ipeople  ginned  against  Him  in 
spite  of  His  iovin,' care.  -He  remembered 
they  were  but  ...'sli,'"  and  just  went  on 
loving  and  caring  for  them  Was  that  Ije- 
ing  hard  upon  Hi-  creatures  y  No  ;  a 
thousand  times  NO  !  He.  far  higher  above 
us  than  we  above  the  little  aiit  colonv,  He 
has  compassion  on  all  Hi-  children';  He 
knows  all  our  struggles  and  teiiiptatior,,.}, 
our  every  joy  and  every  sorrow.  "  His 
compassions  fail  not  ;  they  are  new  every 
morning.'' 
Ab    GUARDIAN. 

Some  think  of  the  old  Mosaic  law  as  cold 
and  lovei.  ss,  but  in  it  may  be  found  many 
a  gentle  word  that  f'-lls  of  the  compassionate 
Heart  of  God.  Every  seven  years  the  people 
were  to  let  their  farms  rest,  that  the  poor 
might  eat  the  fruits  that  grew  upon  them. 
They  were  also  taught  to  be  mindful  o* 
the  needy  in  harvest  time  ;  thev  were  not 
to  veap  too  closely  the  corners  of  fheir  fields, 
noi  glean  their  vineyards  too  carefully, 
picking  every  grape.  '  Thou  shalt  not 
gather  the  gleanings  ....  thou  shaft  leave 
them  for  the  poor  and  the  stranger,"  was 
God's  command.  And  throughout  the  many 
chapters  of  laws  we  tind  tgain  and  again 
Ho  commands  mercy  and  compassion  for  the 
wido-  and  fatherl-ss,  and  for  th»»  poor  and 
the  su  anger  within  the  giite.  Here  is  re- 
vealed the  Heart  of  the  Great  Jehovah,  in 
that  He  make  Himself  the  Guardian  of  the 
poor  and  fripi.dless. 
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riti  A  maid,  wljenie 
:  H)  Me  knew  wlio 
liad  wiitc'lipfl  over 
int'  I" 


Ainl  His  earn  i.>,  Hot  only  over  u»  as  na- 
tions or  nia>»i"'  of  people,  Imt  He  tliijiks 
•ipon  eai  liono  of  ns  indi- tinAixv.  Have 
you  ever  notii'ed  that  "  The  Anj/el  of  the 
Loid  "'  (this  was  the  I^ord  .lesns,  for  He  was 
with  the  Father  from  the  lie;^'innin,-  Hrst 
appeared  on  eartl;  to  a  poor  woman-slave, 
who  was  in  distress  y  Ho  eall^id  her  1 
name  :  "  Ha^jar,  Sa 
Cometh  tii.iu  y  ('Jen.  Ki 
and  what  she  W:  i  ;  He 
lier.  "  Thou  (lod  seest  me  I'  said  Hai^ar. 
\e!>,  weary  I'lothers.  He  sees.  He  knt)ws  : 
nnthinj^  of  your  day's  lalior  and  .>truii>{le 
•'scapes  His  Kye.  "  Tlie  liOrd  is  thy  Keep- 
er." Yes,  disco ura;^ed  daujrhlers,  Hecalleth 
us  each  by  name  :  and  as  He  knew  Ha^'ar 
was  Sarai"s  maid,  so  He  knows  the  i]aily  oc- 
cupation of  each  one  of  us,  and  He  would 
lij^iiten  our  ta.sk  with  His  compassionate 
Love. 
AS  SAVIOUR. 

Perhap  to  some  deai 
"  Thou  (iod  seest  nie  ''  aie 
than  a  comfort.  She  may 
have  sinned  grievously  :  I  have  fallen  and 
polluted  mvself  with  the  mire  of  the  worhl. 
How  can  I  bear  (Jod's  pure  Eyes  npon  me? 
What  earthly  or  heavenly  compassion  is 
there  left  for  me  V  '  Dear  giil,  do  you 
think,  like  the  |)rodii^al  son,  there  is  no- 
thlnv;  left  for  you  but,  the  husks  that  the 
swine  did  eat  ?  'J"he  husks  of  broken 
friendships  ;  the  husks  of  hoivie  love  grown 
cold  :  the  husks  of  your  own  broken  heart 
and  life — and  heyond  these  only  death  as 
the  wages  of  sin  I  It  is  true  '  The  wages  of 
sin  is  death  :  but  the  gift  of  (Jod  i.s  eternal 
life  through  .Fesus  Christ  our  fjord.''  Those 
\v.\<iES  may  have  been  earned  in  a  uioinent 
of  weakness,  or  through  long  years  of 
slavery  to  sin,  but  the  oikt  of  (Jod  involves 
for  you  no  toil,  no  time.     For  the  jirodigal 


girl    the    words 

a   terror    rather 

be    savinsr,    "  1 


son  thtMe  wa^  his  father  :  ,ind  for  vou  theic- 
is  <iod,  the  (iieat  Kinsuian  of  us  all,  hold  • 
ing  out  to  you  Hs  gift  of  forgiveness  and 
cleansing,  through  the  crucitieil  .lesu-. 
(Jome  l»ai  k  to  the  ('ou» passionate  (iod.  rlc.ir 
sister.  If  you  but  turn  your  face  to  Him 
His  watchful  Kyes  will  see,  .ind  lie  will 
run  to  meet  you  ;  He  will  fall  upon  vour 
neik  which  ha-«  lieen  so  >tilT  ag.iin>t  Him. 
and  He  will  give  you  fiis  Kiss  of  l''or!,'ivi'- 
ness,  and  will  start  you  afresh  on  lifi-^ 
iourney  with  the  ring  of  Love  upon  your 
hand,  and  feel  shod  with  tli-gopel  of  jVace. 
Forgiveness,  |{ighteousne»>.  liOve.  I'eare-are 
not  these  your  very  nee(N  ' 

"0  come  to  the  merciful  Saviour  Who  call- 
>ou, 

0  come  to  Mie  Lord  Who  forgives  and  for- 
gets !  .  .  .  . 

Have  you  sinned  as  none  else  in  the  worM 
sinned  liefore  you  y 

Are  you  blacker  than  all  oilier  creatures  in 
guilt'-' 

O  fear  not,  and  doubt  not  I  The  mother 
who  bore  you 

r.oves  you  less  than  the  Saviour  Wlio-v; 
Hiood  you  have  spilt." 

Yes,  none  loves  you  as  He  loves  yon  I),) 
vou  remember  how  He  wept  over  .(ernsa- 
lein  V  The  discciples  had  lieen  ch  >nting  His 
praise  that  day  because  of  His  wonderful 
works,  but  praise  could  not  satisfy  Him. 
His  tender  Heart  was  breakinfif  over  tho-e 
who  would  notcnmeto  Hin.  He  exclaimed, 
"  If  thou  iiadsl  known,  even  thon,  at  least 
in  this  tny  day,  the  things  that  belong  unto 
thy  peace  !"'  Dear  sister,  today  is  tiiv  dav 
of  salvation  Shall  the  Compassionate 
Savioui  weep  over  you,  becuase  you  will 
not  turn  to  (Jod  and  take  the  forgiveness  so 
dearlv  boujflit  for  you  by  the  Hlood  of 
.fesus  '(' 
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AS     SHEPHERD. 

I  s)i|)|)ii-ie  eveiyl'odv  knows  thn  |)arahlf« 
of  Ibe  Lost  She«'p.  anij  that  if  is  just  a 
l>i(  turn  iif  tliH  SliH|>liei<J  of  our  souls  -.eekini? 
us.  ho  wi'  lielieve  of  our  (Jooii  .Shc(p|ifli(J 
nil  Ihat  tliei  Mralil>'s  teach  i'onc't'iiiin>;  lliniy 
It  i~  vfiv,  very  coinpasslonatH  of  our  (i.il 
tliut  IIm  should  receive  anil  panlon  us  when 
\v.<  rwlurn  to  th.-  fol.l  ;  hut  that  tii.«  (ioo.l 
Sheiiheril  >honl.i  -cek  His  sheep,  should  '  vro 
after  that  which  is  lo>t,  until  he  find  it'  : 
what  can  we  say  of  such  conipa>sion  as  tluN? 
"iNTiL  iiK  usi.  IT.'"  O  Love  so  strong'  and 
patient  !  My  sister,  is  there  some  mountain 
track  marked  out  by  blood-iii ops  shed  for 
you  who  are  still  astray,  tliou>;h  the  Si.ep- 
herd  yearns  to  hrinjy  Vou  hack  ?  Do  you 
not  hear  the  (iood  Shepherd  calling,  callinj? 
after  you  ?  He  is  near  vou  in  the  l)usv  noon 
day,  and  He  calls  you  in  the  stillness'of  the 
nifflil;  He  calls  hv',sickne,>  and  by  health 
restored,  l>y  joy,  hy  sf)rrow,  l«y  the  voice  of 
a  little  child,  hy  the  word  of  some  teacher  or 
pieacher,  or  l>v  His  own  Holv  word.  "Un- 
til He  Hnd  if— still  He  follows,  still  He 
calls,  at  wl  atever  cost;  His  Feet  may  hleed, 
and  His  Hands  be  rent  and  torn,  but  Love 
never  failelh.  Or,  are  you  safe  in  the  fold, 
but  with  a  loved  one  strayinj??  Sorrowing; 
iiiolhers,  let  the>e  words  comfort  vou  ; 
'•I'ntil  He  hnd  it."  Not  you  in  vour  weak- 
ness, but  He  in  His  stVength— '  I'ntil  He 
Hnd  it." 

In  Isa.  40:  11:  we  (ind  a  beautiful  picture 
of  the  (jood  Shepherd's  Compassion,  as  He 
carries  the  lambs  in  His  bosom.  Youn;^ con- 
vert, weak  believer,  tried  and  .sluuiblinj,' 
one,  uhereveryou  are,  here  is  a  messajje  for 
yon.  Not  bin''  i>  so  weak,  tottering,  or 
helpless  a.i  a  lamb,  but  the  shepherd  carries 
it.  No  need  to  (ear  then,  if  you  are  a  laml) 
of  his  fold.  One  Sunday  afternoon  a  mother 


'..Id  hci  Iw,,  hrijc  -111.  M..t  onlv  t.i  Icani  the 
tweiitv-tbird  I'-.ilm,  Inif  to  tell  her  wliit 
parts  i)f  It  inc. lit.  An. I  Man.  said  to  Katie, 
rile  Sheplieid  t'ec'l,  ||is  slieep.  auff  drivus 
and  drive,  .iway  the  Ininsiind  liear^.'  "N'es," 
sHi.l  Katie,  wlio  had  always  been    a    deli. 'ate 


iec|i    up    the    steep 
tiivd.' 


chilli,     He  came-.  Hi"     ' 
liills,  too,  when  l||(.\ 

AS    TEACHER 

<  >iir  loiiipii-siuii  ite  Li(i.|  woiiM  iini  liaut 
His  cbil  '..'11  reiii.iin  ju-l  a>  sheep,  anrl 
notliiii.j  .le.  fur  I  bey  are  but  ine-pon,ii)lo 
creatines,  .^beep  will  wander,  an. I  n.i  one 
thinks  of  lilaiiiini,'  lliein,  l)ecan,e  tlicy  have 
so  little  sense.  Tli.-  L.ird  .lc-ii,  Hiiinelf 
•Habi.  "Hi'W  much  better  is  ji  man  than  a 
shee|(."  And  why.'  Hecan  e  we  can  all  be 
edui  ated  out  of  beiny  slieep  info  Im'ufi  dis- 
ciples. We  can  l-arn  from  mir  (iiiide  Hook 
—  the  Hible— biuv  to  keep  to  tbo  -afe  and 
narrow  way.  If  only  we  would  take  our 
Millie  and  sav  th  •  wonK  f  oni  e  saw  upon  a 
book-mark.  "He.ii-  -lesus,  let  us  read  this 
book  tnu'etber."  what  comfiiit  and  j^'iiida  ^'j 
we  shot. Id  find,  what  pit-falls  we  m 
avoid!  Tliroui.'li  stiidviny;  our  Hible  pra 
fully  under  the  (ireat  Teariier,  (iod  revtais 
His  will  to  us,  as  He  rev?a!eil  it  to  His  an- 
cient people  tbroii._r|i  the  Law  and  the 
I'lOidiets.  Yet  with  Ibis  difference:  in  the 
ibispel  we  find  a  new  roniinandment,  "Thou 
shall  love;''  Love  i,  the  fiilfillini:  of  the  law 
because  it  is  the  ;jieate>t  and  stron;,'est  mo- 
tive |)ower  in  all  the  world,  and  Love  is 
Heaven's    own    riilin>.'    power,    too,     Studv 

layerfuiiy  the  Word  of  God  and  you    wiH 

ear  His  \'.iice  spciikin^'  to  yoii. 
Can  vou  not  believe  He  would  condescend 
to  teach  yon,  my  weak  .-i>ter  ?  Let  me  tell 
you  what  a  n.issi.mary  from  Palestine  once 
told  me  ;  be  said  Cbrist  must  have  walked 
thirteen  miles  out   of    His  wav.  and  started 
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at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning',  in  order  to 
meet  that  weak,  erring  woman  of  Samaria. 
I'tihaps  you  think  \ou  are  slow  to  learn, 
but  so  wei'_  the  disciples,  yet  see  how  pa- 
tiently and  how  delicately  Christ  taught 
tluni.  He  n^vex  hurried  them.  He  never 
crowded  new  truths  upon  His  disciples  and 
hearers  faster  than  they  could  hear.  They 
were  stupid,  and  slow  of  understanding;  we 
might  well  suppose  He  would  have  said,  "'It 
is  no  use  trying  :  I  cannot  make  them  un- 
derstand.' Hut,  instead.  He  takes  the 
trouble  to  illustrate  His  leaching  with 
'stories'. 

Again  and  again  He  paused  to  ask,  'Hav9 
ye  yet  understood  all  these  things  (Matt.  13: 
51)  "Do  ye  not  yet  under.-tandV"  (.Matt.  15: 
16;)  "I  have  many  things  to  say  unto  you, 
but  Von  cannot  bear  them  now,"  He  said 
upon     lother  occahion. 

Do  not  doubt  His  patience  to  teach,  nor 
His  loving  compassion  in  revealing  to  you 
'light  from  the  sacred  page. '  Make  but 
trial  of  the  Great  Teacher,  and  soon  you 
will  say,  '"Thy  Word  is  a  lamp  unto  my 
feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path." 

AS  BROTHER  MAN. 

The  chief  revelation  ct'  the  Woui  of  God 
is  th.it  "The  Word  was  made  Flesh"  in 
.Jesus  Christ.  Kven  the  nanifs  which  the 
Holy  Ghost  gives  Him  are  signiHcanr,  and 
suggestive  of  msirvellous  tenderness.  He  is 
called  "The  Son  of  David",  and  this  is  so 
expressive  of  His  condescension  in  taking 
our  nature,  that  in  all  points  He  might  feel 
temptation.  This  title  is  used  over  eighty 
times  in  the  Gospels,  by  our  Lord  personally 
of  Himself  Only  sixty  tive  times  is  He 
called  "The  Son  of  God'.'"  It  is  singular 
that  Hie  words  also  occur  about  eighty  times 
in  the  book  of  I«]/,?kiel.  How  full  of  hun- 
iliafion.  linking  Himself  with  trail    man  ! 


Was  if  nol  (hat  He  might  feel  the  .sorrows, 
di-appointments,  and  weaknesses    of    hfe  ? 
How  it  emphasizes  His  Kin-hip  with    man  : 
It  sums  up  all  the  (|ualilies  of  man  in  Him- 
self, the  pattern  mar;,  as  originally  made  by 
God.    Twenty. six  times    in  Hevelalions   K'e 
is  called    "The  Lamb."'   Often  the  word  has 
a  diminutive  meaning,  as  a  tender,  or  deli- 
cate Lamb.    We  never    associate    anything 
harsh,  cruel,  or  unkind  with  a    lamb.    An" 
the  Lamb  of  God  was  the  revelation  of  God 
Himself.    He  was  God"s  own  message    and 
the  manifestation  of  Himself  to  the  "woric!. 
Christ    was    God    manifested    in  the  flesh; 
Divinity  clothed  in  the  frailty  of  our  human- 
ity, that  He  might  reeoncilethe  world  unto 
Himself.    Jesus  our  Emmanuel  -  'God  with 
us."    Thus  if  we  would  know  God  more  in- 
timately we  may  find  Him  as  we  meet  Jesus 
in  the  Gospels    There  we  learn  the  charact- 
er   of    our    Lord  as  shown  in  His  dealings 
with  men.     He,  for  our  sakes,  became  poor, 
and  dwelt  among  the  po^rones  of  the  e^irtli; 
His    was    not    the    niere  dedication  of  His 
mind  to  social  problems   and    His  dally  life 
to  charity  :  His  life    was  Love.      See    how 
He    treated    the    multitude    who  had  been 
three  days  without  food,  because  they    hung 
upon  His  gracious    words,  and    would    no't 
leave  Him      How  different   from    the    wav 
in  which  the   di>ciples   would    have    treated 
them.    They  would    have   sent    the    people 
away  hungry,  but  .lesus    knew    they  came 
from  afar,  and  lie  v.ms   moved    with    com- 
passion, lest  the  women  ami  the  little  child- 
len  should  faint  by  the  way.    (Mark  8:1.3.) 
And  later  when  the   mothers   pressed    their 
way    to   .Jesus,    bringing    their    little  ones 
that  He  might  bless  them,  the   disciples    re- 
buked them,  but  Jesus  said,  "  Forbid    them 
not."     He  knew  the  mothers'   loving    desire 
for  His  l)lessing    upon    their  children,    and 
He  knew  the  innocent  cl.ihlrens"    langinc  to 
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see  Him,  and  J(e  was  displeased  witli  llie 
disciples  for  tryinif  to  keep  them  back.  This 
IS  the  only  passage  in  which  it  is  said  that 
Jesus  was  displeased. 

Think  of  His  tender  look  after  Peter  had 
denied  Him  when  He  most  needed  his  sup- 
port.    And  again,  His  thonghtfulness,   lest 
Peter  might  not  think  Himself   included  in 
the  message  of    His  disciples,    "  Go,"   He 
said,  "  and  tell  my   disciples,   and   Peter  " 
Think  of  that  Sunday  when  He   came  with 
His  disciples  to  the  Synagogue,  where  stood 
the  man  with  the  withered  hand,  and  where 
stood  also  the  Pharisees  watching  to  see   if 
He  would  heal   on   the   Sabbath,   in  order 
that  they  might  find   fault  with   Him  :  do 
you  thin  I  the  compassionate  Christ   would 
allow  the  afflicted  and  suflFering  one  to  wait 
until  Monday  ? 

Think  of  His  sighs  and  His  sorrow  for 
human  misery  and  sin.  One  day  by  the 
sea  of  Galilee  they  brought  Him  a  man 
who  was  deaf,  and  who  had  an  impediment 
in  his  speech,  and  be-sought  Him  to  put 
His  Hands  upon  him.  Jesus  sighed  when 
He  saw  him  :  He  was  sorry  for  the  un- 
happy man,  and  He  spake  the  healing 
word,  '  Be  opened  !" 

When  the  friends  of  the  palsied  man  let 
him  down  through  the  roof,  do  y.  u  think 
our  Lord  went  on  with  His  sermon,  and  let 
the  invalid  wait,  and  the  faith  of  his  friends 
be  still  further  tried  ?  No,  He  healed  the 
man  at  once,  and  then  went  on  with  His 
sermon. 

Many  of  us  would  have  looked  at  the 
funeral  of  the  son  of  the  widow  of  Nain 
with  indifference.  We  see  so  many 
funerals.     But  our  r.ord  knew  all   the   sad 


history  behind  that  fuueral,  and  His  tender 
Heart  melted  with  loving  compassion  for 
tha  poor  mother.  "  Weep  not,"  He  said 
to  her.  And  by  His  touch  He  raised  her 
dead  to  life. 

What  were  these  miracles   but   miracles 
of  Love  ?     That  wonderful  Love  of  God  in 
the  Man    Christ    .lesus   stirring   Him,    im- 
pelling   Him,   to   achieve   more   than    the 
human      possible  '    in    healing    the    sick 
feeding  the  hungry,    and   even    raising   the 
dead  to  life.     Each  and  every  miracle   wa«i 
the  outcome  of  Divine  sympathy  ;  He    was 
touched  by  thp  feeling  of  each    individual's 
mfirmity.     And  when  for  each    one   of   us 
individually    Hetinveils   something  of   His 
personal  Love— by  some  answer  to    prayer 
or  some   special   guidance   or   protection-' 
the  most  wonderful  pnrt  of  it  is  this   fact  • 
I  am  poor,  but  the  Lord  thinketh   on  me 
He  has  stooM    to    my    individuality,   and 
has  laid  my  need  and  the   soreness   of  my 
own  heart  upon  His  Sacred  Heart  for  heal- 
ing and  strength." 
AS  FRIEND 

Jesus  said,  "  Vo  are  Mv  FtiiENns,  if  ye 
do  whatsoever  I  command  you.  "  This  "is 
what  He  would  be  to  us,  "  a  Friend  that 
stieketh  closer  than  a  brother."  Can  the 
Compassion  of  .ur  Lord  reach  any  greater 
depths  than  this/ 

As  our  Creator,  He  remembered  us  in 
our  low  estate  ;  as  Guardian,  He  watches 
over  us  in  all  our  ways  ;  ai?  Saviour-  He 
provides  the  Fold  of  Forgiveness,'  as 
Shepherd,  He  seeks  the  lost  sheep  until 
He  hnds  It,  and  then  brings  it  home  to  the 
l-old  ;  as  Teacher,  Ho  educated    us   out  of 
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irrtispousibility  into  ability  of  response;  as 
Brother-Man,  in  His  wondrons  Love  He 
stands  with  us  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  all 
the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life  ;  and  as  Friend, 
He  asks  our  service,  for  Friendship  must  be 
a  two-sided  compact  of  sympathy  and  help- 
fulness. 

As  we  go  through  this  world,  and  take  up 
His  work,  that  which  He  left  ua  to  do,  let 
us  be  very  careful  that  we  have  the  meek- 
ness and  gentleness  of  Jesus  (2nd,  Cor,  10; 
11),  and  also  His  compassion  on  those,  who 
through  their  sins,  are  out  of  the  way.  My 
sisters,  "  Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens, 
and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ' — this  is 
what  He  commands  as  the  conditions  of 
our  Friendship.  O  you  who  are  strong  and 
upright,  be  compassionate,  lift  up  your 
fallen  sister  ! 

"  Shall  sorrow  wiu  His  pity,  and  not  sin- 
That  burden  ten  times  heavier  to  be  borne '? 
What  thinJt  you  ?    Shall  the  virtuous  have  His 
care. 


Alone  !  ()  ye  ^ood  Women  '.  it  is  hard  to  leave 
Th**  paths  of  virtue  and  return  a^jain  !— 
What  If  this  sinner  wept  and  none  of  yon 
Comforted  her.     And  what  if  she  did  Ftrive 
To  mend,  and  none  of  you  believed  her  strife 
Nor  looked  upon  her  ? 

Once  in  Old  .leriisaleiii 
A  woman  kneeled  at  consecrated  feet. 
Kisseil  them  and  washed  them  with  her  tears. 

What  then  ■' 
I  think  that  yet  onr  Lord  is  pitiful !  " 

(Jean  ln><elow.) 

Yes,  this  is  the  Friendship  He  asks,  that 
we  should  be  co-workers  together  with  Him 
in  His  work  of  redeeming  the  fallen.  In 
loving  compassion  He  lifts  us  to  this  high 
honor,  and  no  one  has  ever  lived  with  Him 
in  this  bles.sed  Friendship,  but  has  found  in 
Him  continually  new  visions  of  Beauty 
and  Goodness,  new  revelations  of  Sweetness 
and  Grace,  new  heights  of  Love  and  Self- 
sacrifice,  new  depths  of  Mercy  and  Com- 
passion, 
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This  Chapter  begins  hy    showing    us 
there  was  a  dispute    between    the   dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  and  of  John.     The  ques- 
tion at  issue  was  that   Jesus   had    bap- 
tized more  disciples  than    John.     Why 
not  ?     Had  He  not  more   to   j^ive,   and 
do  not  people  always  flock  where   they 
can  Ret  the  most  ?  The  quarrel    was  so 
serious  that  Jesus   "  left  "   Judea— the 
word  meaning  never  '     return.     If  you 
want  to  drive   away   the    Holy    Spirit 
from  a  church  or  organization,  just  be- 
gin to  squabble  :  and  how  often  this  is 
done  over  the  merest  trifle  I  It  is   bet 
ter  to  suff'er  any  personal    insult   than 
to  quarrel.     When  a  very  young  work- 
er, Hannah    Whitehall   Smith    said    to 
the  writer  :  "  Thee    is   going   to   be   a 
Christian    Worker.     Then    thee    must 
have  a  skin  as  thick   as   a    rhinoceros, 
which  is  three  inches  thick,  or  thee  will 
get  into  trouble."     She   simply   meant 
that  by  being   self-assertive,   sensitive, 
"  thin-skinned"   as   it    is   termed,    this 
canker  of  self  would    hinder   even    the 
work  of  God. 

It  was  the  canker  of  self  in  the  dis- 
ciples which  hindered  the  Master's 
work  and  caused  Him  to  leave  Judea. 
These  men  were  each  contending  for 
his  own  honor,  forgetting  that  "  before 
honor  is  humility  ".  What  a  contrast 
there  was  in  the  attitude  of  St.  John  ! 
How  beautifully  he  met  the  situation 
with  the  words       "  He    must   increase 


and  I  must  decrease.'  This  is  just  the 
attitude  which  as  christian  workers  we 
do  not  care  to  take  -the  self-life  is 
ever  assertive. 

Billy  Bray  whom  we  always  think  so 
crude,  had  the  secret.  When  he  ap- 
peared on  a  platform  he  would  back 
slowly  away  from  his  audience,  until  he 
reached  the  rear  wall  saying  as  he 
went  :  "Go  back,  Billy  Bray  !  go  back, 
Billy  Bray  I'  Then  coming  forward 
hij  would  say  :  "  Come  forward,  Lord 
Jesus,  come  forward.  Lord  Jesus." 
Whittier  put  the  same  thought  into 
verse  when  he  wrote  : 

■  Others  may  sing  the  sting. 
Others  may  right  the  wrong. 
What  matter  I  or  they, 
.Mine  or  another's  day, 
As  long  as  the  right  word  be  said. 
And  life  the  happier  made." 

I-amiliar  and  well-known  as  is  this  in- 
cident of  the  woman  coming  to  the 
well  in  Samaria— yet,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  deeply  interesting  and  precious 
records  in  all  the   New  Testament. 

Jesus,  you  will  remember,  is  making 
disciples  ;  John,  Philip,  Peter,  Andrew. 
Matthew,  and  Xicodemus  had  all  de- 
cided to  serve  the  Master.  Then  He 
adds  to  the  number,  a  poor,  nameless, 
sinful  woman. 

What  a  contrast  between  the  con- 
versation   of   Jesus   with  this    woman 
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and  with  tlie  ieariied  ruler  I  How  dit 
ferently  Jesus  presents  the  truth  !  The 
ruler,  a  man  of  rank  and  intellif^cnce, 
does  not  feel  his  need,  and  therefore, 
must  be  shown  the  necessity  of  a  new 
birth.  She  knew  and  felt  her  sin  ;  it 
was  cleansing  she  required  and  power 
for  a  new  life  -  the  same  Gospel  from 
different  points  of  view. 

She  was  just  as  precious  in  the  siaht 
of  Jesus  as  the  ruler  of  the  Sanhedrin 
in  the  previous  chapter.  One  of  the 
most  interesting  studies  for  christian 
workers  is  to  take  the  different  meth 
ods  Jesus  used  to  win  souls  to  Himself. 
Preparatory  to  an  Evangelist  visiting 
Ottawa,  the  christian  workers  met 
three  afternoons  a  week  for  six  weeks, 
to  learn  how  to  deal  with  souls,  and 
bring  them  to  the  light,  .\otice  what 
contrasts  were  found  in  His  methods  ; 
and  that  there  is  no  soul  so  lost  but 
Jesi  ;  can  find  them. 

Contrary  to  the  custom  and  to  the 
bigoted  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  when 
He  came  weary  and  foot-sore  to  the 
little  village  of  Samaria,  He  sat  down 
at  the  side  of  the  well  instead  of  pres- 
sing onward,  while  the  disciples  went 
to  buy  meat.  A  missionary  who  knew 
that  country  well,  said  that  Jesus  must 
have  gone  thirteen  miles  out  of  His 
way  to  reach  that  spot  at  that  time, 
and  have  s»^arted  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  "  He  must  needs  go 
through  Samaria"— his  first  visit, 
what  a  memorable  halt  ! 

What  historical  incidents  must  have 
crowded  upon  Jesus  as  He  sat   thus  on 


the  well.  .Aiui  to  Jay  Jacob  s  well  is  a 
true  type  of  the  sources  of  earthlv 
good.  God  has  made  the  world  full  of 
streams  to  satisfy  our  physical  thirst, 
and  full  of  streams  to  satisfy  our 
natural  longings  and  desires  By  each 
earthly  fountain  of  good  we  find  Jesus 
sitting,  pointing  men  to  better  and 
higher  things.  From  our  pleasure  lie 
points  to  heavenly  and  spiritual  joy  : 
by  earthlv  riches.  He  teaches  us  f)f 
treasures  in  heaven  ;  by  earthly  love. 
He  indicates  heavenly  love  ;  by  earthly 
desires,  we  are  reminded  of  heavenly 
desires;  by  tjarthly  activity  and  busi- 
ness, there  is  brought  to  our  minds  the 
zeal  and  earnestness  of  a  life  con 
secrated  to  God. 

Let  us  look  at  this  woman  as  she 
meets  Jesus  who  is  to  be  her  Saviour. 
She  must  have  been  very  poor,  other- 
wise, she  would  not  have  gone  to  the 
well  as  this  was  not  customary,  except 
for  the  poorest  and  those  who  served. 
But  Jesus  came  for  the  poorest  and 
most  sinful,  as  well  as  for  the  richest 
and  the  most  moral.  Again,  she  was  a 
wicked  woman,  so  bad  that  she  was 
shunned  by  the  poorest  and  most  com- 
mon of  her  sex.  Hours  before  in  the 
early  morn,  women  had  drawn  the 
needed  supply  for  the  day,  but  this 
woman  did  not  venture  forth  until  the 
heat  of  the  day.  when  there  was  no 
possibility  of  her  -.-.leeting  any  one. 
Jesus  knew  her  cliaracter  better  than 
anyone  else,  just  how  depraved  she 
had  become,  and  also  how  much  there 
was  remaining  in    her  heart   that   was 
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«ooti.  aii.i  which  would  perhaps  kimilc 
into  righteousness.  What  a  condes- 
cens.on  of  the  Lord  God.  what  a 
humiliation  !  Perhaps  the  mosc  of  us 
would  have  passed  her  by  unnoticed, 
or  turned  away  from  her  as  hopeless. 
But  not  He  !  How  it  thrills  our  hearts 
to  remember  His  threat  love,  love  for 
souls. 

The  Jews  never  thought  it  worth 
while  to  teach  women  of  this  class,  but 
Jesus  saw  in  this  woman  a  soul  and 
life  to  save,  a  soul  just  as  precious  to  the 
Father  and  to  Himself,  as  the  soul  of  a 
.Master  in  Israel,  who  had  come  to 
Him  by  nij4ht,  and  to  whom  He  had 
tauKht  the  mysteries  of  the  kinj^dom. 
With  Him  al!  are  sinners,  who  need 
God  and  whom  God  loves.  The 
thought  is,  Here  is  sin,  I  have  holi- 
ness ;  here  is  wretchedness,  I  have 
happiness  ;  and  I  will  dart  an  arrow 
of  the  spirit  of  conviction  into  that 
heart,  and  where  there  is  ignorance, 
knowledge,  peace,  joy,  and  love  will 
abide.  And  we  have  the  same 
Saviour. 

What  a  lesson  !  How  alive  He  was 
to  His  opportunities  !  Truly  oppor- 
tunities have  wings  ;  we  must  grasp 
them  or  they  will  leave  us  forever. 
So  many  souls  like  this  woman  all 
around  us  are  unsatisfied  and  wan- 
dering hither  and  thither,  trying  to 
quench  an  insatiable  thirst— are  we 
pointing  them  to  the  Fountain  of 
Living  Waters  ? 

This  has  been  the  favorite  scene 
of     many     celebrated     artists.     Again 


and  a^am  we  see  it    in   many     of  the 
Art  (iaileries  of     Furope.     I?ut    there 
IS  one  in   I'.russels  which  vividly     por 
trays  the    incident.     The    open     vista 
shows  it  is   high    noon,  the  heat  of  an 
[•Eastern  sun    blazes    upon    sand    and 
palm.     There  are  disciples  in  the  near 
distance,  and  a  beautiful  young  woman 
is  standing  by  the  well    with  one  hand 
resting  upon  her  water  pitcher.  Jesus 
half  rising  from  the     curb     stone     of 
the  well,  is  leaning  toward    her    with 
the  manner  of  a  prince  to  a  princess 
while  He    utters    the     surprising     re- 
quest :     ■'  Give  me  to   drink." 

P)Ut  she  ignores  the  gracious  re- 
quest and  refers  to  an  old  feud  be- 
tween the  tw"  nations  :  ''  How  is  it 
that  thou  being  a  Jew  askest  drink 
of  me,  which  am  a  woman  of 
Samaria  ?  For  the  Jews  have  no  deal- 
ngs  with  the  Samaritans." 

She  knew  He  was  a  Jew  by  His 
dress,  by  the  fringe  on  the  garment 
being  probably  white,  (the  Samaritans 
wore  blue)  and  by  the  local  peculiar- 
ities of  His  dialect.  The  way  to  gain 
another's  good  will  is  not  at  first  by 
doing  a  kindness  but  by  receiving  a 
kindness,  and  here  we  see  Christ's 
great  tact.  He  asks  a  favor  and  leaves 
Himself  under  obligation.  There  is  no 
line  of  procedure  more  likely  to  recon 
cile  the  woman  and  make  her  ready  for 
his  teachings.  The  wisdom  of  the  act 
appears  when  we  consider  the  signi- 
ficance among  Orientals  of  giving  to 
drink.     Among  us,  an     enemy     might 
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receive  a  drink  of  Vwiter  without  com 
promisinR  eitlier  himself  or  his  op- 
ponent, but  not  so  in  the  liast.  (liv- 
ing and  receiving;  a  drink  of  water, 
is  seeking  and  making  a  covenant  of 
hospitality  with  all  that  covenant  im- 
plies.--Not  like  a  covenant  of  blood 
or  salt  indissoluble,  but  a  covenant  of 
bread  sharing  a  truce  for  the  time 
being. 

Christ  meets  this  national  enemy 
more  than  half  way  with  His  request, 
"  Give  Me  to  drink.  "  Yet,  how  flip- 
pant, how  impertinent  and  frivolous 
was  the  answer  ?  But  frivolity  was 
natural  to  this  woman  who  had  lived 
without  restraint  and  without  morality, 
and  for  this  reason  she  seemed  a  most 
unpromising  pupil  yet  Christ  ignores 
the  subject  of  controversy  and  ooinis 
her  directly  to  the  Living  Water. 
Let  us  not  ignore  this  action  of  the 
Saviour.  Did  j-ou  ever  notice  when 
dealing  with  seeking  souls,  how  often 
they  will  try  to  divert  your  attention 
from  their  own  sin  to  some  old  feud 
that  happened  in  the  Church  years 
and  years  before  ?  Never  be  drawn 
into  any  argument  of  the  kind  or  you 
will  lose  ground.  Jesus  ignores  the 
question  and  said  unto  her  :  "  If  thou 
knewest  the  gift  of  God  and  who  it  is 
that  saith  to  thee.  Give  me  to  drink  ; 
thou  wouldst  have  asked  of  him,  and 
he  would  have  given  thee  living 
water."  Let  us  read  it  :  "  If  thou 
knewest  the  gift  of  God,  thou  wouldst 
have  asked  and  he  would  have  given." 


This  verse  is  a  Golden  Gate  to 
open,  and  to  which  there  are  two  keys. 
I.  The  key  of  faith.  II.  The  key  of 
prayer. 

So  many  in  these  days  a>-k  :  "  Can  I  be 
forgiven  anil  converted  at  once  ?  '  Yes, 
why  not  ?  It  is  a  gilt  How  long  do^s 
it  take  to  receive  a  gUt-  the  gift  of  sins 
forf,'iven  and  eternal  life  ?  How  could 
we  work  with  the  poor  drunkard,  or  iobt 
woman,  unless  we  can  tell  them  instant 
repentance  and  faith  brings  instant  for 
givencss.  So  often  it  is  somelosr  sinners 
last  chance.  But,  to  return  to  the  in- 
cident. 

"  Can  you  dig  a  better  well  or  find 
sweeter  water  ?  '  was  the  question.  But 
her  poor  heart  has  no  conception  of  any- 
thi  g  but  material  water,  and  she  argues 
and  evades  the  subject,  and  would  fain 
enter  upon  a  theological  discussion.  How 
like  the  human  heart  in  all  ages,  so  slow 
to  discern  spiritual  things,  and  so  eager 
to  delay  the  appropriation  ot  spiritual 
blessings  when  they  are  even  within  our 
reach.  We  keep  looking  at  the  material 
side  of  life. 

But  this  dust  stained  traveller  had 
evidently  made  an  impression  upon  the 
woman  at  the  well  for  she  compares  him 
to  "  father  Jacob"  and  addresses  him  as 
"Sir"  She  says:  "Sir,  thou  hast 
nothing  to  draw  with  and  the  well  is 
deep  "—about  105  feet.  She  is  still  on 
material  things  !  What  a  contrast  be 
tween  the  eagerness  for  the  lower  good 
and  indifference  to  the  higher  !  Hut  notice 
the  patience  and  perseverance  of  Jesus  in 
the    reply.     He   said    to    her  :- "  Whoso- 


ever  drinketh   of   this    water    shall    thirst 
Hiiii'in  and  asain  and  again." 

The  writer  once  had  a  friend  who  visit- 
ed her  periodically:  birthdays,  Thanksgiv- 
ing,  the  eve  of  Christmas,  and  on  the  last 
night  of  the  old  yi..r.     She    would    drive 
up  with  magnificent  horses,  and  a  colored 
or  white    coachman,     as    fancy    dictated 
then  th.owing  the  servant    the    lines,  she 
would    rush    into    the    house- dressed  in 
the  latest  creation  o»  a   Paris  gown,    sink 
down  exhausted— in    spirit— on    a    chair, 
pull  off  her  gloves,  throwing  them    to  the 
right     and     left,     displaying    rings    with 
diamonds    that    would    buy    farms,     and 
gasp  :   "  Oh  !  pray  with    me— pray    with 
me."      When  we  knelt  to    pray     and    she 
was  asked  to  voice    her   petitions    to    her 
Maker  and  har  Judge,  she    would    cry  :— 
"Oh  God  I  am  the  poorest,    most    miser- 
able creature  in  this  city,  pity  me  "     Yet, 
she  had  all    the   world  'could    give,    even 
every  wish  anticipated. 

How  true  nothing  can  satisfy  the    God- 
made  soul,  bui  God  ! 

"  Made    for   Thyself,  O  God, 

Made  to  show  forth  Thy    high  wisdom, 
love    and   praise. 
Oh,  strange  and  wondrous  thought 

That  I  can  be  a  joy  to  Thee  "—and 
Thou  and  Thou  only,  canst  be  '    abiding, 
satisfjing,  joy  to  me. 

And  yet,  we  never  learn  the  lesson, 
and  the  world  goes  on  ; 

"  Dropping  empty  buckets  into  empty 
wells,  and  drawing  nothing  up." 

Prosperity  cannot  satiate.  In  our 
fulness  we  shall  be  empty  ;  in  joyfulness, 


•^ad  ;  pleasures  please 
so(Jhes  not. 
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But   here  we  have  the  life  i,'iving  water 
in  distinction  to  the    stale    water    of    this 
world's  life. 

Now  in    the     remaining     part    of  verse 
fourteen    Jesus      utters      a     great    trulh  : 
IJut  who  soever  drinketh  of  the  water  that 
I   shall    give      him     shall     never    thirst  " 
I  hirst  is  a  type  of  intense    human   desire 
which  compels    men    to    activiiy,    and    in 
the    satisfying    of    which    lies    happiness, 
life  and  progress       If  the  thirst   returns  it 
IS  the  fault  of  the    man     because    he    has 
beeti  trying  to  quench  it  with  riches.fame, 
or  pleasure      How  true  it  is    that    "  Man 
has    a    Sou!    of   vast    desires    that    burns 
withm  with  restless  fires,"  and  only  Jesus 
.jeriches  and  satisfies.     The    vctse  says, 
'•  drinketh  "  and  implies  continual    drink' 
ing— this  is  the  secret. 

Observe  tlie  representation  throughout 
that  the  water  is  a  gift  from  Christ  to 
humanity.  (]od's  good  things  are  never 
bought.  Sin  has  its  wages,  and  its  re- 
wards can  be  bought,  hut  eternal  life  is 
Gods  gift 

"  Tis  heaven  alone  that  is  given  away, 
Tis  only  God  may  he  had  for  the  aski'n'g." 

—  Lowell. 
No  wonder  the  woman  said:  "Sir 
give  me  this  water,  that  I  thirst  not' 
neither  come  hither  to  draw."  Mr 
Moody  said,  "  she  came  for  a  pitcher  full 
and  got  a  well."  Not  a  well  like  that  the 
farmer  had,  who  remark.-d,  it  was  a  pretty 
good  well  although  it  did  freeze  in  win- 
ter  and  dry  up  in    summer.      But    one    on 
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the  artesian  well  system  ever  sprinji'mi; 
up  and  overflowing.  That  is  just  like 
our  heavenly  Father.  And  y<  i  there  are 
pitcher  Christians,  and  well  Christians,  and 
rix'tr  Christians      Which  arc  we  ? 

We  entertained  in  our  home  one  sum- 
mer for  some  numihs  several  culiurt'd 
voung  women  who  had  consecrated  their 
lives  to  Ciod  and  His  service.  One  was 
a  B  A.  another  a  physician  and  owm  a 
graduate  and  gold  medalist  of  her  class. 
All  were  under  24  years  of  a^e.  yirls  01 
position,  and  born  lo  be  leaders  in 
society.  They  had  worked  hard  durinj; 
the  year,  and  we  warned  to  yive  ihem  ihe 
bert  time  possible  in  their  holiday  One 
day  we  asked  :  "  (iirls.  what  would  you 
like  to  do  this  evening.  Shall  we  inviie 
in  some  gentlemen  ?  '  '  No,  No,"  came 
the  emphatic  reply,  "  we  can  have  plentv 
of  men  at  home.  What  we  would  like 
best  would  be  to  go  10  some  rivt-r  resort, 
take  a  simple  basket  lunch,  and  our  Hihies 
and  listen  to  one  of  your  Bible  Readings, 
so  that  next  winter  we  may  h»ve  more 
to  give  to  those  who  need  Iip'  ) "'  Think 
you  these  gifted  girls  were  dissatisfied? 
N'  all  sumn'er  long  they  sang  like 
larks,  and  with  heads  together  for  hours 
at  a  time,  they  plarmed,  how  upon  their 
return  home  they  could  be«!  help  sufTer- 
ing,  sinful,  unsatisfied  humanity. 
Abundantly  satisfied  with  the  fatness  of 
Thv  house  and  made  to  drinlt  of  Thv 
pleasures." 

For  our  closing  thought  let  us  turn  to 
John  737—39.  a"'^  "•=  ""■■  SI'eat 
privilege.  Every  word  is  full  of  meaning 
"  In  the  last  day,  that  gnat  day  of  the 
feast,  Jesus  stood   and    cried    saying.     U 


iiny  man  thirst,  let  liim  come  uiitii  .\le 
and  drink  He  that  Inlievcth  on  me  — 
out  of  his  inr-.er-most  heing  sh.dl  flow 
rivers  if  living  water.  1  his  spake  He  of 
the  Spirit."  Let  us  look  at  the  .Master's 
ideal  ol  what  ,i  <  hiisiian  nu^lit  to  hi  It 
was  at  the  i-VasI  ol  Tiibei  nades,  uOin 
rnemor;<tive  of  the  gatheriiij.'  in  of  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  A  vast  multitude  was 
present  from  all  parts  ol  the  eastern 
world  It  was  like  a  great  convention, 
only  larger  The  people  were  not  enter- 
tained in  the  homes  hut  lived  (or  seven 
day  in  Icalv  booths  matle  of  branches  of 
trees  It  was  the  laM  d.iv  ot  the  jjreat 
feast,  Ihe  Sabbath,  ami  while  the  morning 
sacrifice  was  being  offered,  ard  all 
hearts  were  oveifl>uving  with  joy,  a 
priest  accompanied  by  a  joyous  proces- 
sion with  inusic.  c.ime  down  the  moun- 
tain, holding' in  his  hand  a  golden  pitcher 
full  of  water  from  Siloah  ;  this  was 
poured  upon  the  altar  in  the  presence  of 
all  Ihe  people,  to  symbolize  the  outpour- 
ing of  the  Spirit  upon  the  nation  Israel. 
Then  a  I'salm  was  sung  to  the  sound  of 
the  (lute,  the  people  worshipping  and 
shouting  ;  the  priests  blew  three  blasts 
from  their  silver  trumpets  and  whi  e  the 
people  were  waving  towards  the  altar  a 
forest  of  leaty  branches,  suddenlv  a  voice 
rang  out  and  resounded  throuj;h  the 
Temple  :— "  If  any  m.<n  thirst  let  him 
come  unto  me  and  drink"  etc.  Maik 
the  significant  closing  clause,  '|  living 
water."  Those  verses  pack  into  a 
sentence  Jesus  — Ideal  of  hat  a  true 
christian  should  be,  and  may  be. 

First,  let  us  look  at    His    position.    He 
"  stood  "..—  perhaps    on      tiptoe, — altitude 
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of  prominence,  enerjjy,  and  a^jgrtssive- 
ne»s.  He  '  cried  ",  denoting  earnestness, 
r.nd  implying  that  He  was  laboring  under 
Slime  strong  p:4ssionate  desire  to  sei/.tf 
the  la«t  opportunity  And  lastly,  "  Conie 
to  Me"  in  contrast  to  (easts,  altars,  -ac 
rifices.  di'ctrines  and  ceremonies  He 
and  He  alone  stands  over  against  any 
want  'here  is  in  the  human  breast. 
Come  with  your  yearnings  and  strivings, 
y><ut  sickness  and  despair,  your  hopes 
and  huge  im- ginations.  The  universality 
of  the  great  i  vitalion — "  any  man  "  that 
means  minister,  evangelist,  man  or 
woman.  —  yea,  boy  or  girl  Some  may 
ask  what  it  is  to  be  filled  with  the  Spirit. 
The  dreat  Teacher  in  this  verse  itiakes 
answer — it  is  to  have  rivers  of  livipg 
water  flowing  through  the  soul.  The 
only  condition  "  thirst  "—a  sense  of  need 
-and  "  believe  "•  Notice  the  '..ugeness, 
the  prodigality,  "  rivers." 

'  If  any  man  thirst  let  him  come  unto 
me  and  drink  ;  out  of  his  heart— the 
seat  of  corruption  — shall  flow  rivers  of 
living  water."  Not  a  river,  not  a  Jordan 
only,  but  livers,  Amaions,  St.  Lawrences, 
Ottawas  Mississippis,  etc.  And  we  be- 
lieve, it  any  one  is  filled  with  the  Spirit 
ol  Tjod.  there  will  be  rivers  of  influence 
and  blessing  flowing  from  them  No  four 
wails  will  hoid  their  influence,  their  words 
will  touch  hearts  everywhere,  for  the 
breath  ol  (}od  is  upon  their  souls.  Oh. 
if  we  would  only  live  in  that  verse. 

Notice  too  the  kind  of  water  : — not  like 
the  rncing,  turbulent,  muddy  Jordan  ?  No, 
no  !  "  Rivers  of  living  water,"  clear  as 
crystal  And  according  to  Ezekiel's 
vision,   '  wherever  thr    river   came    there 


was  life  " — healini,'.  prosperity  and 
beauty,  and  food,  and  continued  harvest 
the  year  round  ;  abundant  lile,  and  all 
because  of  the  water  of  the  river.  VVhat 
a  marvellous  conception  ol  the  power  ot 
it  No  worker,  even  the  weakest,  most 
obscure,  is  outside  its  magnificent  sweep, 
unless  bv  her  unbelief  she  pu'.s  herself 
I  here  Let  us  not  argue  or  whittle  away 
thi  vast,  (lod  like  promises  of  the  Divine 
Word  unlil  they  come  within  the  cramped 
limits  of  our  poverty  stricken  experience, 
but  let  us  l,.bor  to  make  our  experience 
abreast  of  (lod's  will  and  promises. 
How  stiaiige  we  should  ever  be  unv  '.ll- 
ing,  and  Christ  so  anxious,  t'hrist  the 
perennial  (ountain,  while  our  broken 
cisterns  are  so  olten  exhausted.  Faith  is 
easy  :  Drink  !  Put  thy  mouth  down  and 
seek  up  that  which  flows  to  thee  in  the 
river  ol  living  water — love  and  power, 
yea  and  purity  are  there,  open  wide  thy 
soul  and  drink  in  His  Ciift  — the  Holy 
Spirit — as  the  great  northern  whirlpool 
sucks  in  the  sea  The  promise  is  to  you 
—  to  me,  and  how  necessary  we  should 
be  equipped  vhen  we  think  of  the  great 
army  of  unsaved  in  the  world,  those  liv- 
ing without  (lod  and  without  hope,  the 
thirsty  ones  who  are  waiting  to  hear  some 
one  of  Cod's  children  tell  them  of  the 
living  waters,  how  essential  it  is  that  we 
should  be  filled  with  the  spirit,  and  be 
bearers  of  living  water  to  weary  souls, 

There  are  tc  day  and  forevei  two  gifts 
of  God  which  stand  alone  in  their  price 
less  greatness  :— the  Gift  of  His  Son,  to 
be  our  Siviour  ;  and  the  Gift  of  His 
Spirit,  to  endue  us  with  power  for  service 
and  lile      Hare  7ve  rueived  both  1 
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Idlfne-i'.  hns  no  |.lare  in  (he  hiisy  at  d 
henutiful  crcaiioii  u(  (»t  d  It  inters  nn 
into  His  ilioui:!.'-  .md  »;i)s,  it  is  opposed  to 
all  He  has  said  and  dme.  Id'cnes?  is 
misery.  Woik  is  j  >y.  The-  iik  st  indus 
trious  worker  in  the  universe  is  .lur  G>id. 
That  is  one  ^reat  ),.';<  n  why  He  is  the 
happiest  Beir«  in  the  univirse.  So  if  we 
would  enter  into  His  thouf^h',  we  nn  Iruih- 
fully  say  :  "  l',le-.sed  he  Drudkit  ry."  Chi  d 
of  a  working  I'aiher,  rtdetnud  hy  a  work- 
ing Saviour  ;  thou,  too,  must  wotk  ! 

Some  one  has  said  : 

"  Work  is  a  grand  privilege.  Ability  to 
do  it  is  better  still,  and  good  work  well  done 
is  best  of  all. 

The  eye  was  made  to  see,  the  ear  to  hear, 
the  feet  to  walk,  the  lui  gs  to  breath,  the 
heart  to  pulsate,  the  h.inds  to  labour  in  ten 
thousand  skilful  forms.  So,  also,  was  the 
mind  to  think,  the  conscience  to  sit  as  moral 
judge,  the  vill  to  command,  the  heart  to 
love." 

The  existence  of  all  'he.e  powers  bespeak 
their  use — and  their  u^e  is  necessary  to  our 
happiness."  Therefore,  no  one  need  wish 
to  have  "plenty  of  money  and  nothing  to 
do."  All  who  have  tried  that  have  discov 
ered,  as  far  as  happiness  is  concerned,  it  is  a 
disastrous  fa'lure. 

Sonship  is  the  sourci.  of  service-  Son  ^o 
work  today  in  my  vinty.'ird.  (i(,d's  work  is 
done  with  the  heart  and  not  with  the  head. 
No  iuch  thing  as  working  for  your  salva- 
tion,   you    work   it    out    after   you  have    it. 


W  orks  can  never  save  ;  f.iiih  alone  can. 
Not  saved  by  woiks  '.)ul  for  them  ;  you  are 
n  t  saved  by  works  hut  you  c.innot  be  saved 
without  them.  To  work  for  our  s.ilvation 
is  an  (jflence  to  tiod,  for  we  are  tr>ing  to 
hew  a  d(  oiway  of  our  own  into  heav;:?n  ; 
these  works  are  dead  works,  or  "splendid 
sins,"  as  St.  Augustine  said  of  >uch.  You 
cannot  work  U)  be  saved,  but  you  will  work 
alter  yi  u  are  saved.  Do  rot  leave  this  book 
let  today  until  the  great  business  between 
yc  ■■■c\i  and  (lod  is  settled,  until  vou  can 
look  inio  His  f.u  e  and  say,  I  have  received 
the  gilt  of  eternal  life.  The  first  thing  then 
(or  the  worker  is  in  make  hii  "callinii  and 
election  sure."  The  Israelites  were  obliged  to 
declare  their  pedigree— Num.  i;2 — before 
they  could  be  counted  as  God's  people. 

Why  We  Must  Work. 

We  must  work  because  we  are  created  and 
rc'i-,.emed  lor  that  purpose.  "  Created  in 
Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,"  Eph.  2:10. 
Saved  to  serve.  Two  incidents  will  illus- 
trate this  :  A  rich  little  girl  had  been 
taught  by  her  mother  to  dislike  lbs  filthy 
children  of  the  street.  She  had  been  brought 
up  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  This 
became  so  much  part  of  the  child's  life,  that 
one  night  when  saying  her  prayers  she 
prayed:  — "O  God,  I  saw  such  a  dirty  little 
girl  today,  she  was  so  ragged  and  filthy,  but 
tnat  was  none  of  our  business,  was  it,  God  ?' 
How  diflTerently  another  child  viewed  things; 
a  child  who  had  been  brought  up  in  the 
spirit  of  helpfulness.      One  day  a  great  phil- 
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.^nthropisi  (,ill;d  at  lur  falhci's  h(.u-.L'  the 
d  lor  btinn  ajir  and  vhe  playinn  in  the  hall, 
he  lookdd  in  and  asked  :  '  I.itilc  Rirl,  13 
viur  father  in  ?"  "No  sir."  she  rephtd 
Then,  jumpin^  up,  as  if  fearful  he  mii;ht  get 
,iway,  she  said  ;  "  but,  come  in,  you  poor, 
dear,  dying  sinner  and  moth«r  will  pray 
with  you  " 

To  EvF.Rv  Man  His  Work. 

No  one  of  my  ;  Hows  can  do  for  me  that 
special  work  whicii  I  have  come  into  the 
world  to  do  ;  thty  may  do  a  higher  work,  a 
Kreaier  wi>ik,  but  thty  cannot  do  my  work. 
Ruskin  says  :  '•  I  cannot  hand  over  my 
responsibilities  or  i.)>  ^iits,  I  must  w  irk 
wi.h  these  hand  or  there  lips  which  God  has 
given  me."  Perhaps  I  cannot  be  a  great 
arc  light  in  the  world,  but  I  can  be  a  lallow 
dip.  I  may  do  liiile,  or  1  may  do  much; 
that  which  matters  not.  It  must  be  my  own 
work,  and  by  doing  my  own  work,  poor  as  it 
may  seem  to  some,  I  shall  better  fulfil  God's 
end  in  making  me  what  I  am,  and  shall 
more  truly  glorify  his  name.  Somewhere  1 
saw  an  acrosiic  on  the  word  "grow".  Go 
—  Right— On— Working. 

The  Five  Armies  God  Uses,  i  Cor.  1:27. 

The  greatest  luxury  to  he  had  this  side  of 
heaven  is  to  be  used  by  God.  To  be  callsd 
and  qualified  for  body  a^d  sou.-saviug. 
Some  are  so  great  and  grand  they  cannot  be 
used  ;  ihey  only  welcome  religion  as  a  com- 
foitable  conveyance  to  a  haven  of  rtst,  and 
object  to  ihe  work  and  authority  ot  God 
here  on  eajth  But  the  five  armies  Gf  d 
uses  are  so  different  from  man's  ideas  of 
armies. 

I.     God    hath  chosen,    we  are  told,   the 


"  we.ik  "  .Mjo  h.is  coiueiiipt  for  'hr  W(.ak 
ye*  God  cjn\»  iheeii  to  his  work  .'  Ihe 
"  fjo'ish  "  .Man  honours  the  wise,  and  dis- 
(I.1111S  the  labour  of  Ijoli^^h  G  id  rh;-.oses 
the  "  fooiish."  3  1  he  •■  dispised  "  and  the 
"  bjie,"  Goi'  lovt  s  lo  use.  How  often  have 
we  seen  God's  marvellous  use  of  the  base  : 
a  Jerry  McAulcy,  a  Hadley,  a  John  G 
Woolejr,  a  "  H'ue  Hird,  a  Nellie  Conway— 
but  time  would  fail  me  to  tell  of  the  base 
and  despised  things  used  of  God.  We  all 
rtmtinberihe  ram's  horn,  of  Jericho,  the 
lanierns  and  broken  pitchers  of  Gideon's 
band,  ihe  jiwbone  of  an  ass  used  by  Samp- 
Sun  Yet  it  was  .ot  Sampson,  but  the  Holy 
Ghist  who  li.ed  thi.t  jawbone — a  base  thing 
enough,  yet  no  matter  how  ha^e  ihis  in- 
s  lumenl  may  be,  it  is  of  use  in  God's 
work 

It  were  10  be  wisned  the  fliws  were  few.'r 

In  ihe  earthen  vessel  rontaining  treasure 
\Vhich  lies  as  safe  as  in  a  aolden  ewer ; 
But  the  ma'nihinj;  is— does  it  hold  good 

mea-^iirf.  —Browning. 

And  last  "the  things  that  are  not  " — the 
nothings  Even  ihe  dust  of  the  road  is 
SI  mcthin;',  but  to  be  '  nothing  "  .me  cannot 
be  less  or  get  lower,  yet  God  can  use  such 
and  rails  luch  into  His  service  S '.  instead 
of  our  ability  and  wisdom,  let  us  bring  our 
weakness  and  inability,  and  God  will  use 
them,  l.ei  us  throw  cfT  the  viper  of  pride, 
aid  self-seeking,  and  all  unholy  ambition, 
and  let  (  ur  prayer  be,  "  Oh,  to  be  nothing." 
Some  feel  they  are  able  10  do  so  little  and 
they  get  discouraged.  VVh't  encouragement 
is  here  !  If  we  cannot  be  a  lighthouse,  we 
can  be  a  lighted  candle  in  some  p.irt  of  this 
dark  world.  If  we  cannot  sweep  a  continent, 
we  can  sweep  around  our    own  door    yard  ; 


-i^r^%  ■-,-'.*j»j!isa£?-«SEMaQMUfii ''-    ?:• ' '■ussfmmMP''  -x^^, »i*i«»*'  vs^"'j^*M2Mm^m 


IC. 


and  il  tvtffywie  (iwci  ihc  siiiic  ihc  ccjiitincnt 
will  be  swept. 

Lt't  ii-i  ririKiiiher  that  noihinn  we  ev»r  c\n 
forCliid  IS  lo>t.  Near  WVstminsttr,  I.ond m, 
an  o'd  huililini;  was  removed  Ijtely.  The 
debris  was  earned  away  and  the  ({found, 
which  hid  been  civerid  for  lAcr  ha  f  a  c-  n- 
tuiy,  was  laid  hire  Tj  the  a'-lonishment 
cif  the  passers  by  when  fprinij  ca'oe  wild 
flowe's  sprang  ii|)  ar.d  binswinicd  ai  ^hcn 
suniniet  appeared  the  whole  vit:anl  s,  >f«s 
covered  with  beaulilu'  field  llD^trs  T'  s 
was  in  the  he  .t  o!  the  yrancJ  o'd  city  of 
London!  Why  was  it?  H'lW  was  i;  ? 
V'ears  before  '.he  seeil  had  been  sown  by 
wind  or  bird,  and  when  the  earth  was  ix- 
I)oscd  to  the  warmth  of  the  sunlinht,  the 
dew  and  the  ram,  ;he  living  ^e.dsbtgjn  to 
grow  and  produce  t»is  beau  iful  -mht 

The  Wobkeks'  Tkn    Commandmesis   oh 
RicniisiriliS. 

I,  Salvation.  Mr.  Mo  /d>  said  he  once 
preached  and  some  people  asked  hini 
"What  shall  we  do  that  we  may  woi*  the 
works  of  CI  d  ?"  He  gave  ihem  Jesus'  ans- 
wer: "This  is  the  W' ik  of  God  th.it  ye 
believe  on  Him  whom  He  haih  sent  "  John 
6  ;  28,  29 

If  our  own  soul  is  dark  how  can  we  light 
another  on  the  way  .' 

It  matters  not  how  successful  we  may  have 
been  in  business  or  in  the  home,  bow  clever 
and  brilliant  in  mind,  or  huw  well  people 
may  regard  u=,  and  even  consider  out  life 
has  been  a  triumphant  march  ;  we  cannot 
be  real  workcs,  we  have  not  reached  the 
place  to  please  God,  and  we  will  never 
reach  it  until  v;a  know  our  sins  forgiven  and 


have  the  witnexii  o(  th*.'  -prit  we  are  icept- 
ed  of  God,  and  are  assured  ih.it  Jesus  Chiist 
has  become  the  l.ord  and  Ma'ier  of  our 
life.  The  natural  canr.ol  understand  the 
ihinijs  of  God  ;  they  are  only  spiritually  dis- 
cerned. 

Somt  one  lias  said  :  "It  is  only  when  we 
stand  beneath  the  Cross  ;  u  is  only  when  we 
look  through  ihe  microscope  ol  Calvary  ; 
only  when  our  hearts  are  fired  by  the  flame 
of  Pentecost  ;  only  when  the  Holy  Ghost 
comes  into  the  soul  and  makes  us  clean, 
that  we  begin  10  measure  up  to  our  oppor- 
tunities and  responsibilities  " 

and  Command meni,  I-ovi ;  The  love  of  God, 
"God  so  loved  that  He  gave."  Work  is 
beautiful  in  all  its  guises,  but  the  loveliest 
and  noblest  work  is  that  which  is  done  for 
I'jve. 

Count  Leo  Tolstoi  stood  one  day  ^upv>n 
the  corner  of  a  street  in  a  Rusian  city,  when 
a  beggar  approached  him  and  asked  him  for 
aid.     The  great  Russian  said,     "My  brother, 

I  would  willingly  give  if,  but  I  have  nf)th- 
ing  "  The  beggar  went  on  his  way  rejoicing. 
When  one  of  his  friends  said,  "Y'  u  received 
nothing  from  him,  why  njoice?"  "But,"  he 
said,  "he  called  me  biother  " 

A  chiracierisiic  of  the  true  woiker  is,  and 
always  must  be,  love  for  men.  Ail  success- 
ful leaders  are  genuine    lovers  of  their  kind. 

II  the  foreign  element  'hat  pours  in  upon  us 
is  ever  assimilated  into  our  freedom,  it  will 
he  because  men  and  women  love  them 
enough  to  teach  them  (he  principles  of  cur 
<  ivilizition  and  laws.  If  th^;  tfsing  gener- 
ation is  ever  to  be  taught  the  pri.ci,  .es  of 
good  gfVeini^ent,  as  we  were  taught  by  ou. 
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Utlien,  II  iMiNi  be  btraust-  a  Mithmnt  num- 
ber of  the  sire  r.(?,  wise  and  tlnst:lfi^h  (an  hi 
found,  to  rt'i  eat  what  hai  htcn  dune  tu:  us 
We  cannot  elimin  ite  the  ureat  l.irt>  r  of  the 
love  of  mankind,  and  have  any  real  leader 
left.  We  can  take  away  tvery  other  Kood 
quality,  but  'f  we  leave  love  in  the  heart,  we 
sfiil  have  the  sirengih  and  hope  of  leader- 
ship. 

Further,  this  love  will  ^\\e  us  a  desire  to 
love  and  save  the  lost.  We  will  weep  at 
Jesus  did  over  the  unsaved  city  (I.uke  19:41) 
Jerusalem,  with  its  form  of  nodliness  And 
this  love  will  cause  us  to  love  the  most  re- 
pulsive, the  most  frightful,  the  m  ist  dis- 
agreeable ;  and  we  will  be  si>rpri<ied  at  what 
we  can  do,  for  the  love  of  Christ  hath 
wr(-ui{ht  this  chang, ,  and  the  love  of  Christ 
will  constrain  us. 

"But  now  abideth  faith,  hope  and  love, 
the?"!  three  ;  but  tho  greatest  of  'luw!  is 
love,  " 

Many  years  ago,  a  noted  paintor,  AI(>\- 
a.ider  Nasmytb,  went  to  visit  near  the 
towerinfj  cliffs  in  tho  vicinity  of  pictures(|iif 
Blair  Castle  in  Old  Scotland.  While  he 
was  watching  those  massive,  overtopping 
craps,  he  :-«aid,  "  is  it  not  too  bad  yonder 
bare  rocks  are  not  crowned  with  a  cover- 
ing of  green  ?''  Then  he  bethought  him- 
self of  two  huge  cannon  which  were 
mounted  in  the  yard  of  the  old  castle. 
"  Ah,"  be  said,  "  I  know  what  I  will  do. 
I  will  have  some  canisters  made  to  Ht  these 
old  cannon.  Then  I  will  fill  tlioso  can- 
isterr,  with  all  kinds  of  grasps  seeds.  Then 
I  will  shoot  those  canisters  against  yonder 
cliffs,  where  no  foot  of  man  ha;  ever   trod. 


I  lj<  II  Uiij.Mi-  caiiistt  r-  wili  l.riuk,  ilio  seedit 
♦  11  -catter  <\nd  take  root,  anil  yonder 
( i ill's  will  some  day  le  covered  with  a  mam 
of  green  foliage."  This  is  just  whilt  the 
Scottish  painter  did.  Many  of  those  seeds 
were  lost,  but  some  took  root  ami  they 
spi-oiited.  and  now  those  crags  near  old 
lilair  Castle  are  the  most  Inmutiful  of  all 
the  surrounding  hillsides. 

Tims  It  19  with  the  consecrated  (iosp*-! 
life,  when  the  true  Christian  is  filled  with 
the  Christ  love.  When  tho  face  of  Jesus 
becomes  a  living,  loving,  inspirinK  and  all- 
absorbing  reality,  then  the  worker  says,  "I 
must  bring  this  Christ  love  into  other  livet. 
1  must  have  Christ  do  for  others  what  bo 
bus  done  for  me."  Then  the  true  f'bristian 
as  soon  as  they  have  developed  in  the  hifjh- 
er  spiritual  life,  fills  the  hands  with  Gos|)el 
jeeds,  and  goes  forth  into  tno  waste  places 
(-f  Ibc  earth.  Then  scatter  seeds  in  the 
mountains  an;l  in  the  valleys  ;  in  the 
bonus  of  the  rich  and  in  the  hovels  fr  the 
poor  ;  everywhere.  One  of  tl  >•  signs  that 
we  have  never  been  filled  with  the  love  ,  f 
Christ,  is  because  we  do  not  find  joy  m 
bringing  this  Christ  to  others. 

An  illustration  of  the  power  of  'ove  is 
beautifully  set  forth  in  the  following  in- 
cident :  The  superintendent  and  teachers 
of  a  Mission  Sunday  School  in  New  York 
resolved  that  during  the  week  they  would 
grant,  and  each  persuade,  at  least,  one  new 
boy  to  attend  the  school.  The  week  bad 
almost  passed,  but  the  superintendent  had 
•■aileil  to  secure  even  one  new  scholar.  On 
the  Sali'.rday  be  was  in  despair,  and  seeing 
a  ragi^ed  boy  on  the  street  coming  towards 
him,  be  said.   "  We   havp   a   fine   Sunday 
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School  at  llu:  Mission,  sfileiidiii  muait, 
beautiful  flowers  and  nice  teachers  ; 
wouldn'tyoii  like  to  coiue  ?"  "  No  "  said 
the  boy."  "  But,"  continued  the  superin- 
tendent," '  sometimes  we  have  suppers 
and  entertainments,  and  all  kinds  of  nice 
things':  say    you'll    come   at    least    once." 

No,",  said  the  ru^'jjed  uichin  more  de- 
cidedly than"  ever.  The  snporintemlent 
withdrew  his  arm,  which  had  Ix'en  around 
the  boy  and  without  a  word  turned  and 
went  away  with  great  sorrow  at  heart.  He 
had  not  gone  a  block,  however,  when  ha 
heard  bare  feet  running  on  the  pavement, 
and  turning,  he  saw  the  panting  boy,  who 
cried,  ■'■Say,    mister,   will    you    be    there? 

Yes,"  said  the  superintendent.  "  So 
will  I,"  replied  the  boy. 

8rd.  Requisite — Prayer.  "  Lord,  teach 
us  how  to  pray."  Prayer  will  intluence 
God  to  move  hearts  ;  of  Him  alone  it  is 
written  ;  "  The  King's  heart  is  in  His 
han(',  as  the  rivers  of  water  ;  He  turneth 
it  whither  soever  He  will." 

If  you  would  influence  lives  you  must 
sp^ak  to  Jesus  about  them,  and  get  your 
jfjossage  for  them  from  Him.  What  you 
siv  fo;  Tesus  must  be  obtained  from  Jesus. 
'Oh,  ow  much  breath  "  says  one  writer, 
"  falls  powerless  on  everj  side,  because  it 
has  not  been  inhaled  in  the  sanctuary  ?" 

We  want  more  secret  dealing  with  the 
living  God.  We  speak  before  God  has 
spoken  to  us  ;  no  wonder  we  so  often  fail. 
Oh,  what  secret  prayer  and  what  heart 
searching  discipline  the  heart  needs  before 
God  can  use  it. 

Again,  "  If  our  heart    condemn    us    not. 


then  iinve  wr  cnuMwvi-  tr.\v;ird  (jdj.  Auii 
whatsoever  we  ask,  we  receive  of  Him. 
because  Me  keep  His  commandments  asd 
do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in  his 
1 
to 


sight. 
l)etter 
did  : 


John    HiiJl^Sometimes 
stop   praying   as    little 


it     is 
Donnv 


IN    THK     I'KVVKIl 

die  'fore    I    wak< 


said 
knee, 


A     I'AISK 

"    F    1    should 
Donny,    kneeling    at   grandmother's 
'  'F  I  should  die  "fore  I  wake   -" 

"  I  pray,"   prompted    the   gentle    voice. 
Go  on,  Donny." 

Wait  a  minute,  "  interposed  the  small 
hoy,  scrambling  to  his  feet,  and  hurrying 
away  downstairs.  In  a  brief  space  he  was 
back  again,  and  dropping  in  bis  place,  took 
uj)  his  petition  where  he  had  left  it.  But 
when  the  little  white-gowned  form  was 
safely  tucked  in  bed,  the  grandmother 
(juestioned  with  loving  rebuke  concei^iing 
the  interruption. 

B  It  I  did  think  what  1  wa  sayin', 
grandmother  ;  that's  why  I  had  to  stop 
You  sec,  I'd  upset  Ted's  menagerie  and 
stood  all  his  wooden  soldiers  on  their  heads, 
just  to  see  how  he'd  tear  round  in  the 
mornin'.  But  'f  I  should  die  'fore  I  wake, 
why — I  didn't  want  him  to  find  'em  that 
way,  so  I  had  to  go  down  and  fix  'em 
right.  There's  lots  of  things  that  seem 
funnj  if  you're  goin'  to  keep  on  livin',  but 
you  don't  want  'em  that  way  if  you  should 
die  'fore  you  wake." 

"  That  was  right,  dear  ;  it  was  right," 
commended  the  voice  with  its  tender 
(juaver,  "  A  good  many  of  our  prayers 
wouldn't  be  hurt  by  stopping  in  the  middle 
of  them  to  undo  a  wiong." 
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4th.  Faith- 
Living  the  life  of  faith.  Without  faith 
it  is  impossible  to  please  Him  ;  the  life 
of  faith  is  the  life  of  (Jod.  Faith  in  the 
l)romises  of  God.  How  does  this  come  ? 
r>y  hearing  and  receiving  his  promises  so 
wonderful  and  sustaining.  Read  Stephen's 
lust  sermon ;  over  and  over  he  repeats  the 
promise,  and  that  promise  made  him  die 
with  his  face  shining  with  divine  light  and 
glory,  as  the  people  pelted  him  with  stones. 
How  many  of  our  grandmothers  have 
written  over  every  promise,  '  Tried  and 
proved."  Faith  is  simply  the  organ  wo 
take  from  God ;  it  is  really  a  fith  sense 
biinging  ns  in  contact  with  the  world  of 
tiie  unseen  and  eternal.  The  difference 
between  faith  and  work  is  this :  works 
represents  the  best  we  can  do,  and  faith 
represents  the  best  God  can  do.  The 
earthfy  hero  is  known  by  what  he  achieves ; 
the  saint  by  what  he  receives 

In  Young 's  translation,  Psalm  37:"),  reads: 
"Roll  upon  Jehovah  thy  way,  trust  upon 
Him  and  He  worketh."  This  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  iraniediato  action  of  God,  when 
wo  truly  couimif,  or  roll  out  of  our  hands, 
into  His,  the  burden,  of  whatever  kind  it 
may  be.  A  way  of  sorrow,  of  difficalty, 
(if  physical  need,  some  dear  one  for  whose 
conversion  we  have  been  anxious  ?  "  He 
worketh."  When  ?  Now.  We  are  so  in 
danger  of  postponing  our  expectation  of 
His  acceptance  of  the  trust,  and  of  His 
undertaking  to  accomplish  what  we  ask 
Him  to  do,  instead  of  saying  as  we  commit 
it,  "  He  worketh."  The  very  expectancy 
rnables  the  Spirit  to  do  the  very  thing 
we   have    rolled    upon    him.       It  i-^  out  of 


our  reacii.  "  Ht^  worketh."  *2  Tim.  1:12. 
This  is  the  way  faith  is  powerful.  A 
minister  called  upon  a  woman  of  whom  it 
had  been  reported  to  him  that  she  received 
most  marvellous  answers  to  prayer.  "  I 
hear  you  are  a  woman  of  great  faith," 
he  said  to  her.  "  That  is  a  mistake,"  said 
she,  "  I  am  but  a  feeble  human  being  but  I 
rely  upon  a  great  God. 

5th.     Earnestness  and  Enthusiasm. 

We  are  ail  naturally  lazy.  Talmage  said 
that  he  was  naturally  the  laziest  man  that 
was  ever  born.  You  might  as  well  try 
to  lift  yourself  by  your  own  shoe  laces 
as  10  undertake  to  serve  Christ  wijh 
humanity  without  Christian  enthusiasm, 
Moody's  life  text  was  :  '■  I  have  set  my 
face  like  a  flint,"  etc.  U  workers  would 
take  that  motto,  how  scon  the  powers 
of  evil  would  be  destroyed  and  this 
country  taken  for  Christ  !  Christ  objects 
to  the  luke-warmness  and  coldness.  He 
asks  foi  love  and  service  at  boiling  point. 
Notice  the  position  of  p  high  calling  He 
gives  His  children  :  He  wants  high 
prayers  and  high  trust,  and  high  en- 
thusiasm. When  the  angels  sang  it  was 
glory  to  Jesus  in  the  highest.  The 
religion  of  Jesus  is  giving  on  and  lift- 
ing up,  we  are  not  saved  only,  then 
left  grovelling  in  things  of  earth.  He 
is  beckoning  us  upward,  onward  for- 
ever and  forever.  "  I  will  make  thy 
feet  like  hinds  feet."  >harp  at  the  point 
to  climb  the  rocks  He  has  for  us  a 
hij^h  purpose.  He  gives  us  a  high  cove 
nant,  and  a  high  destiny  jo  he  accom- 
plished by  His  power  that  will  enthuse  in 
us.     This  is  not  a  flight  of  fancy,   but  for 
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every  day  of  living.  This  earnestness 
and  enthusiasm  will  make  us  rise  above 
difficulties  and  seeming  impossibilities. 

A  Swede  was  urged  rot  to  go  to  India 
as  a  missionary.  "  Why.  man,"  they  said, 
*'  It  is  so  hot  there  yc.u  can't  live.  It  is 
120°  in  the  shade"  "Veil,"  said  the 
Swede  in  great  conternpt,  "  ve  dont  have 
to  stay  in  the  shade,  do  ve  ?  " 

9th.      Persistent  and  Unflagging  Labour. 

"  Always  abounding  in  the  work  cf 
the  Lord'"— I  Cor.  15:58  The  British 
believe  they  were  born  to  conquer  and 
yon  conquer.  A  hundred  men  stand  on 
the  shore  and  say  :  "  There  is  land  be 
hind."  One  brave  persevering  man,  like 
Columbus,  not  afraid  of  toil,  believes  that 
the  known  world  is  incomplete,  and  h> 
sails  for  a  fair  land  beyond  the  sea.  and 
finds  it.  So  the  eventual  triumph  of 
right  is  as  certain,  as  that  the  light  which 
falls  upon  us  today  ha;  its  being  in  the 
sun. 

We  are  not  heirs  to  pleasant  things 
only,  but  to  difficult,  and  trying  things. 
Yet  circumstances  are  not  to  mould  us, 
but  we  them  ;  they  are  not  to  overcome 
us,  but  we  are  to  overcome  or  come  over 
them  ;  mounting  thus  to  highar  plains  of 
love  and  knowledge. 

7th.   Courage. 

Be  strong  and  of  good  courage,  fear 
not,  nor  be  afraid  of  them  ;  for  the  Lord 
thy  God,  He  it  is  that  doth  go  with  thee  ; 
He  will  not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake  ihee. — 
Deut.  31:6 

Courage  is  requisite  or  we  will  be 
driven  from  the  field,  for  we  have  enemies^ 


whom  we  have  reason  to  fear.  Anything 
of  which  we  are  afraid  will  drive  us, 
though  it  is  no  larger  than  a  mouse,  un- 
less we  can  be  made  superior  to  the  fear. 
Courage  is  not  natural  ;  it  is  a  >>piritual 
grace.  Recklessness,  such  as  prevails  in 
the  heat  of  battle,  is  often  miscalled  cour- 
age, but  it  is  far  from  it. 

God  never  uses  a  discouraged  work- 
er. All  discouragements  come  from 
Satan  ;  all  encouraKements  come 
from  God. 

Why  should  we  ever  be  discouraged 
when  we  are  "  workers  together  with 
God."'     2  Cor.  6:  1. 

Courage  is  indispensable.  They  can 
conquer  who  believe  they  can  ;  he  who 
believes  he  will  be  defeated,  will 
be  defeated.  Victory  then  is 
a  matter  of  courage  ?  Largely  so. 
For  where  courage  is,  skill   will    come. 

God  in  His  work  of  redemption  re- 
quires workers  He  can  depend  upon, 
through  thick  and  thin.  Much  that 
comes  to  us  is  to  temper  us  in  the 
graces  necessary  to  strength  of  char 
acter.  Its  metal  is  perfected  in  the 
slow  fires  of  petty  vexations.  "  Be 
strong,  all  ye  people  of  the  land,  saith 
the  Lord,  and  work  :  for  I  am  with 
you,  sai^h  the  Lord  of  hosts."  Hagg  = 
2.  4. 

Dr.  Denham  defines  courage  as  risk- 
ing that  which  is  precious  for  the  sake 
of  principle  ;  he  declares  that  courage 
forms  an  essential  part  of  true  great- 
ness, and  intimates  that  the  courage  of 
a  true  soldier  is  not  the  highest  grade. 
He  says.    "  I    honor    the    heroism    of 
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battle  when  the  Haji  is  fluttering;  over 
you  and  its  stirring  history  is  ur^inj* 
you  on  !  When  the  bu>{le  call  is 
soundinj^ !  When  brave  men  are  iead- 
inj;  !  When  your  companies  are  all 
lined  up  with  you  !  When  the  nation  is 
watching  I  When  millions  of  hands 
and  tonjjues  are  ready  with  applause 
and  praise  !  When  the  blood  is  hotly 
c()ursinf»  throuj<h  the  arteries  !  When 
success  will  mean  honors  unnumbered! 
When  death  means  a  nation's  tears, 
its  grateful  memory  and  reaths  of 
flowers  for  the  casket  !  Then  it  is  not 
so  hard  to  be  hero.  But  when  no 
eye  watches,  .n  the  evil  thouj^ht  is 
to  be  foujjht  on  the  silent  battlefield  of 
the  heart  I  When  it  seems  no  one 
cares  !  When  victory  will  brinjj  no  ap- 
plause on  earth  !  When  this  battle  is 
not  for  one  j^lorious,  honored  day,  but  for 
weary  day  after  weary  day,  then  is  a  man 
a  true  hero  who  fights  it  out  to  victory! 
Under  such  circumstances  it  takes  a 
courage  that  is  God  like.  1  call  you, 
therefore,  to  the  higher  life  of  courage. 
If  you  live  this  life,  the  other  grade  of 
courage  will  be  easily  possessed,  for 
the  greater  includes  the  less." 

One  of  the  great  characters  in  the 
Old  Testament  to  illustrate  this  grace, 
IS  Noah.  A  man  strong  in  faith,  un- 
flagging in  energy  and  of  undaunted 
courage  What  grand  perseverance, 
and  patient  faithfulness,  he  exhibits  in 
the  midst  of  jounding  wickedness  ! 
He  finds  grace  before  God  ;  reflects 
the  character  of  God  ;  abides  in  fel 
lowship  with  God,  and  bears  witness  to 


God.  Thus  God  refers  to  this  man  in 
company  with  Job  and  Daniel  as  pre- 
eminently righteous.     I£ze.  14:20. 

True  courage  will  not  only  rebuke 
sin,  but,  on  the  other  hand  it  will  obey 
(jod.  Look  at  the  marvellous  picture 
of  our  Lord  on  His  last  journey  to 
Jeru.salem.  lie  knew  all  about  "  the 
must  needs  suffer  many  thini;s  "  there, 
He  tells  His  disciples  in  one  of  His 
Parables  how  He  must  be  crucified  ; 
He  walks  to  death,  not  because  He 
must,  for  He  could  have  called  the 
legion  of  angels  and  driven  His  en- 
emies away.  He  marches  on  to  be 
misunderstood,  hated,  despi,-;ed,  ill- 
treated.  He,  the  Purest  of  the  pure, 
the  Noblest  of  the  noble,  the  Gentlest 
of  the  gentle,  the  most  .Merciful  of  the 
merciful,  the  most  Helpful  of  those 
who  help.  He  goes  to  the  death  of 
ignominy  and  shame  ! 
8th.     Self  Denial. 

■  Self  denial  of  everything  and  any- 
thing that  will  hinder  God'r.  work. 
McCheyne  says  :  '  It  is  not  s)  nuch 
our  talents  that  God  uses  and 
blesses,  as  a  consecrated  life  with 
great  likeness  to  C  rist,  that  the  hid- 
den glory  of  Christ's  sacrifice  might 
be  revealed  through  us."  The 
W.C.T.L'.  crusaders  in  187.S  knelt  on 
tobacco  smeared,  beer  stained  floors, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  licensed 
bar,  and  some  of  us  think  if  we  are  to 
have  total  prohibition  of  the  liquor 
traffic  in  Canada,  the  women  of  the 
20th  century  will  have  to  take  up   their 


^ 


cross  and  follow.  Have  w»:  any  cru 
saders  ready  ?  The  number  of  per- 
sons trying  to  secure  the  greatest 
victories,  the  highest  attainments,  and 
the  sweetest  experiences  of  piety 
without  self-deninl.  toil  and  suffering, 
appears  to  be  increasing.  But  it  is  a 
fatal  blunder  !  To  reach  the  highest 
religious  life  it  is  necessary  to  believe 
with  all  the  heart  :  to  worU  with  all  the 
strength  ;  to  endure  with  all  submis- 
sion and  patience;  to  meditate  on  God, 
Christ,  heaven  ;  to  study  the  promises 
and  to  commune  with  Christians. 
9th.    Power. 

Ye  shall  receive  power  after  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you.  "  That 
ye  may  know  the  greatness  of  His 
power."  Eph.  1:19.  We  illustrate  the 
idea  by  a  steam  engine,  whose  pistons, 
wheels  etc,  are  ready,  but,  no  matter 
how  smooth  and  yielding  and  prompt 
all  the  parts  may  be,  yet  the  motive 
power  of  the  steam  is  always  neces- 
sary to  move  the  machinery. 

Someone  has  said,  "  God  has  shut 
Himself  up  to  saving  the  world  through 
human  beings  who  know  the  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Jesus  told  His 
disciples  to  "  Tarry."  The  Gospel  was 
ready,  but  they  might  not  carry  it.  The 
sacrifice  had  been  offered,  but  they 
might  not  declare  it.  The  resurrec- 
tion had  happened,  but  they  might  not 
tell  of  it  — the  command  was  :  '"  Tarry 
until  ye  be  endued."  Ours  is  the  dis- 
pensation of  *he  Spirit.  Faith  is  the 
door  through  which  we  pass  to  power, 
to  t«st  upon  the  promises,  to  obedience 


to  the  laws  of  God,  and   the    reception 
of  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
10th.    An  Ideal. 

Everyone  has  an  ideal.    The   minis- 
ter  has    some     brilliant    preacher    in 
mind  ;  he  wants  to   preach   like   him, 
and  to  know  the  secret   of   his   power. 
The  artist  has  some   great   master   in 
view,   and   he   studies  to     paint   with 
equal  beauty  ;  the  musician  hears   the 
best  and  tries  to  imitate  him  ;  and  the 
children's  ideal    is    the  parents.    The 
Christian    also   has   an     ideal— a   real 
ideal  !  No  other  religion   has  an  ideal 
like  his  !  Few  have  an  ideal  worthy  of 
imitation  ;  and  none,  save  the  Christian, 
has  an  ideal   who   can    impart   to   him 
the  power    of    living   the     ideal     life. 
"  He  that  believeth    in    Me,"   said  our 
Ideal,  "  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do 
also."      And  our    cry   of   faith    is,   '   I 
have  set  the  Lord  always  before   me." 
"  Hitch  your  waggon  to  a  star,"  was 
the  advice  of  thephilosopher,  and   this 
means,  have  a  high  ideal  in  life.     Said 
another,  "  The  true  worth  of  a  man   is 
to  be  measured  by  the   object   he   pur- 
sues." 

The  star  to  which  we  must  hitch  onr  waa- 
gon  is  the  Star  of  Bethlehem.  We  have  in 
Christ  the  ideal  realized— not  a  beautiful 
theory,  but  an  ideal  which  has  been  incar- 
nated in  One  Man,  and  may  be  actualized 
in  every  worker.  This  will  help  us  more 
than  anything  else,  to  have  this  ideal,  and 
to  live  up  to  it  everyday,  as  descrilied  in 
Isaiah.  "  The  Kinp  in  his  beauty  and  the 
land  that  is  afar  otV."  May  our  prayer  he 
"  TiPt  th(-  hpsiuty  of  the  Lord  our  Hod  Ik> 


npon  lis,  and  establish  thou  the  work  of  our 
hands  upon  us.''     Psalm,  70.  17 

Further,  natural  endowment  and  scholarly 
ei|uipment  arc  not  adequate  to  the  work  of 
aci|uainting  men  with  the  life  of  God.  As 
De  Vinci  would  not  touch  the  canvas  until 
the  vision  of  Christ  had  flooded  his  soul,  so 
everyone  who  would  communicate  good  to 
his  fellows,  must  first  enrich  bis  own  life 
by  the  fullest  jwssible  discovery  and  ap- 
propriation of  the  Master's  ideal. 

Our    Work, 

The  four  great  evils  of  the  world  are:  in- 
temperance, iffii  rity,  gambling,  and  Sab- 
bath breaking,'.  The  means  used  to  combat 
these  evils  aie:  legislation,  lectures,  letters 
and  literature. 

One  of  the  promising  signs  of  the  times 
is,  that  instead  of  standing  piously  aloof, 
the  church  has  come  to  the  wise  conclusion 
it  has  a  definite  and  co-operative  task  to 
perform,  in  stamping  out  the  twin  evils  of 
intemperance  and  impurity.  Hitherto,  she 
has  been  guiltily  inactive.  Individuals  have 
been  at  work  collectively,  but  the  church 
has  not  risen  in  her  might,  or  in  the  majesty 
of  her  possibilities  and  gripped  these  terrible 
evils.  Yet,  it  is  her  bounden  duty  so  to  do. 
.Juvenile  crime  of  all  kinds  is  alarmingly  on 
the  increase.  We  need  the  older  people  of 
the  churches  to  be  pressed  into  service  on 
behalf  of  the  youth  of  our  cities  and  towns. 
A  concerted  movement  is  needed  to  deal 
with  the  most  pressing  problem  of  our  times: 
the  saving  of  our  young  people.  This  is  at 
once  demanded,  if  the  coming  generation  is 
to  be  delivered  from  the  evils  of  to-day. 
Moral  training  must  be  put  before  education. 


The  hnman  instincts,  which  awaken  during 
the  period  of  youth,  need  definite  direction. 
There  is  an  old  saying;  "  Saints  and  devils 
are  made  before  the  age  of  twenty." 

To  conserve  and  strengthen  our  Sabbath 
is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  physical, 
moral  and  spiritual  life  of  the  nation.  Let 
us  guard  it  as  one  of  our  most  precious 
treasures  and  fight  every  invasion  as  wo 
would  fight  for  liberty  and  right.  For  this 
work  we  need  an  outspoken  ministry  in  our 
pulpits,  which  will  constantly  agitate  for 
reformation:  an  active  reformation,  perti- 
nent, persistent  and  local.  We  need  a  church 
that  will  keep  its  hand  on  commercial  life, 
and  not  allow  it  to  become  corrupted.  We 
are  the  nalt  of  the  earth;  if  Ufa  is  corrupt,  so 
much  the  more  we  say  that  godly  men 
should  touch  it  with  the  antiseptic  salt  of 
their  consecrated  endeavour. 

We  need  legislators,  who  irrespective  of 
party  or  politics,  will  have  nerve  and  con- 
science enough  to  throttle  every  bill  that  is 
not  for  the  good  of  humanity.  Our  Master 
can  and  will  win  this  nation,  if  we  as  His 
workers  are  only  faithful.  We  all  believe 
this,  but  in  order  to  win  He  callb  us  in  the 
^  3wer  of  his  might  to  take  every  advantage 
of  apparent  jiossibilitics,  to  give  our  influ- 
ence; and  by  vote,  speech,  word  and  deed  to 
salt  the  nation,  and  light  its  <larkness  and 
make  it  ready  fo'-  His  kingdom.  Mpy  God 
himself  help  us  to  ste  our  responsibility. 

General  .Jones  was  arriving  with  an  army 
on  the  eve  of  collapsing,  foot-sore  and  weary; 
it  seemed  as  if  every  step  was  the  march  to 
death.  The  army  was  miles  in  length;  and 
the  general,  seeing  the  state  of  his  men,  rof'? 
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along  the  ranges  the  fii-st  <iuftrter  mile,  then 
the  next  half  mile  crying,  "  The  guard  has 
gottea  into  camp  for  the  night !  The  guard 
baa  gotten  into  cainp  for  the  night  !  "  And 
the  fainting  men  thought  they  smelt  the 
victuals,  and  imagined  the  comfort  of 
stretching  their  limbs  on  their  rude  beds, 
and  dreaming  their  dreams  of  love  and  home. 
Sisters,  the  vanguard  is  in  for  the  night, 
that  night  which  breaks  into  eternal  day. 
This  vanguard  with  the  mothers  who  have 
wept  and  prayed;  the  missionaries  who  with 
their  own  blood  have  watered  the  seed  sown 
in   heathen  lands:  and  the  early  preachers 


who  blazed  their  way  through  the  virgin 
forest  to  preach  His  truth.  Looi(  up,  tired, 
weary,  hungry,  forsaken.  Sisters,  the  van- 
guard is  in !  Do  not  lower  the  standard, 
lift  it  higher  and  come  up  to  it.  Have  men 
prayed  ?  You  pray  with  greater  faith  I 
Did  m'  n  work  i*  You  toil  with  greater  de- 
votion '  Did  men  love '?  You  love  with  a 
deeper  love  !  Do  we  not  feel  a  great  awaken- 
ing coming  ?  Let  us  gird  on  our  armour 
and  answer  with  a  clarion  shout,  "  I  am 
ready."  Ready  for  extraordinary  results. 
Thanks  be  unto  God  for  the  privilege  of 
living  now. 
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